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WHY AUSTRALIAN EDUCATIONAL 
PUBLISHERS MATTER

Classrooms are the incubators of creativity, 
learning and understanding, reasoning and 
problem solving. 

Teachers and students need high-quality resources to fulfill  
their desire for success and achieve the best learning outcomes. 

Australian educational publishers create these resources.

Educational publishers develop a diverse range of learning resources 
for Australian educators and students, and help bring classrooms 
to life. Australian educational products are well-researched, curated 
resources authored by highly qualified educators. They equip the next 
generation for a future of innovation and change, while also reflecting 
Australia’s diverse voices, heritage and identity. 

Australian educational publishing has an immense impact in shaping 
the nation from inside the education system: from kindergarten  
to primary, secondary and higher education sectors.

This booklet shares stories about the impact and value of  
Australian educational publishing. 

* APA Benchmark Survey 2019 Total Schools and Tertiary Sector. 

Contributes over

$755M
to the economy

Creating
textbooks and digital  

resources that are  
highly regarded  

world-wide 

Keeping education  
current with

2000
new titles per annum* 
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SUPPORTING TEACHERS  
AND TEACHING

According to the International Publishers Association, “quality 
educational publishing saves time by freeing teachers to focus  
on their teaching and student engagement.” 1 

Educational teaching and learning resources are one of  
the three most important inputs to the education system.

Infrastructure
Classrooms and buildings, 

technology equipment and 
systems, administration,  

and governance

Learning 
Resources
Teaching and learning 
resources developed by 
Australian educational 
publishers

Teaching Cohort
Highly qualified educators

AUSTRALIAN EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING2

1 Educational Publishing: Building minds for tomorrow’s world (2015), International Publishers 
Association, Accessed via: https://www.internationalpublishers.org/images/epf/EPF_Manifesto_full.pdf 
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OUR CONTRIBUTION...

$755M
Contribution to the  
Australian economy

$62M
Export revenue annually*

 Teachers fully 
rely on learning 
resources. They are 
vital tools for the 
classroom. They 
inspire students to 
have a lifelong passion 
to read and learn.

Shelley W
are

Shelley Ware is an experienced 
teacher who specialises in 
literacy programs for primary 
school children. Shelley was a 
guest speaker at the 2018 APA 
EPAAs Awards. She is also an 
author of materials for literacy 
and Indigenous Education.

* Sapere Research Group for the Copyright Agency, Value of Australian educational publishing exports, 2016.
** APA Benchmark Survey 2019 Total Schools and Tertiary employees and remuneration.
# PWC Consumer and Educational Books Outlook 2019.

Australian educational publishing 
supports great teaching by 
supporting great teachers.

Each year, $32M is paid  
in royalties to authors.

Educational books make  
up the largest share of the 
Australian book industry, 

representing over 41% of the  
books and resources sold.#

1040
Australian educational  

publishing industry employees

$125.8M
Total annual remuneration**
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CURRICULUM TO CLASSROOM: THE PROCESS 
OF CREATING LEARNING RESOURCES

Australian educational publishers use the Australian 
Curriculum and state syllabuses as the basis for developing 
resources for Australian educators and learners. 

Educators depend on publishers to develop the best 
resources to help them implement and teach new 
curricula. Educational publishers work closely with 
schools to ensure that what is published, and the 
services provided, meet educators’ expectations.  
This instils confidence and trust that they have  
the best tools to teach their students.

The Australian educational publishing industry prioritises 
research for developing resources that integrates 
meaningful educator and student feedback and insights. 
In so doing, the industry supports Australian schools  
to achieve the best learning outcomes for all students. 

The industry remains up to speed with the latest 
pedagogies, current technologies and consumer 
behaviour within and external to the education sphere. 
All these factors influence educator and student needs, 
and publishers are always ready to adapt thinking and 
approaches to developing the right resources  
as demands shift.

Educators require a range of different types of content 
– assessment, homework and study content, video 
resources, artificial intelligence, including adaptive 
learning, augmented and virtual reality resources. 
Australian educational publishers respond by creating 
learning solutions to support educators to be the best 
teachers and help ensure that they have the highest 
impact on learning. 

Jacaranda Knowledge Quest educational game

INNOVATION IN AUSTRALIAN 
EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING

Educational publishers are at the forefront of smart 
technologies and as such, smart learning resources are 
being adopted and utilised by schools across Australia. 
These powerful new resources are impacting the way 
teachers teach and students learn; and they are changing 
the way classrooms are organised, the way content 
is delivered, and the means by which parents receive 
information about their children’s progress. 

Publishers apply their knowledge of instructional design and 
learning science to the delivery of learning platforms, which 
have the capacity to cater to the needs of individual learners 
and teachers. Students now experience resources that: 

• personalise learning

• allow for self-pace

• encourage independence

• adapt to their abilities

• provide immediate feedback

• present concepts in several different ways

• track and monitor progress

• use games designed to motivate and engage students 

• allow students to understand their own learning 
progress (while being connected to teachers and 
students in virtual classrooms.) 

With these innovative resources, teachers are equipped 
with information that provides immediate insight and 
reporting into student understanding, and which helps 
them target their teaching to intervene in the areas  
of greatest need. 

8   iMaths 5 Student Book ISBN 978 1 74135 180 4

Understanding the Investigation
1  Read and plan.

Make sure you understand the meanings of: less than 
24 hours, commercial airline, capital cities, previous, fastest, 
predict, consult and duration.

    Read and discuss the rubric.

 htiw uoy pleh lliw sihT .nalp noitagitsevnI ruoy daolnwoD     
the organisation and understanding of the Investigation.

 Topics  
Before you start the Investigation you need to know…

  MG13 Compass points ............................................p108

  MG14 Directions, turns and degrees ....................p110

  MG15 Coordinates to locate position ...................p112

  MG16 Latitude and longitude ................................p114

  MG6 24-hour time ......................................................p94

  MG7 Read and interpret timetables .........................p96

  MG8 Australian time zones ........................................p98

  MG11 Map references .............................................p104

Is it possible to fly around Australia and back 
to your starting point in less than 24 hours?

Your challenge is to be the fastest in your class 
to fly to each state and territory capital city 
using a commercial airline.

Let’s get racing!

Investigation 1
Race around Australia

Teacher note

suggestions and resources are 
available in iMaths 5 Teacher Book. 

this Investigation can be downloaded 
from imathsonline.com.au.

Australian educational publishers embed 
Australian examples and perspectives  

in the content that add relevance  
to teaching and learning. 
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CASE STUDY 
RESOURCES THAT IMPROVE LITERACY

CASE STUDY 
AUSTRALIAN EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING AND INDIGENOUS STUDENTS

Improving literacy is an important and significant 
publishing priority for the Australian educational 
publishing industry. Teaching literacy skills involves 
creating the capacity in students to understand and 
evaluate meaning through reading, writing, listening  
and speaking, viewing and representing. 

To help with this, publishers develop complete print 
and digital learning solutions that include a suite of 
resources: readers, eBooks, big books, assessment 
materials, teaching notes and other digital learning 
assets. The diversity in the materials imbue teachers 
with confidence to impart literacy skills to students  
to ensure they transition into successful speakers, 
readers and writers. 

The PM Guided Readers (Cengage Australia) are one 
of the most widely used literacy series in Australian 
schools and worldwide. There are more than 1000 
fiction and non-fiction texts in the series that aim to 
meet the needs of every student.

The PM Guided Readers underpin efficacy, best-practice 
teaching approaches and pedagogically sound research. 
They encourage enjoyable learning experiences and 
provide teachers with a complete literacy program. 
One teacher has said, “I have personally been using 
PM readers daily for the past ten years to support 
an intensive and complete literacy support program. 
Through the use of PM readers I am able to model  
and teach reading skills and behaviours to ensure 
successful readers exit the program.” 

Partnerships between educational publishers and  
not-for-profit organisations are important in developing 
well-researched and relevant resources for the diversity 
of students across the country. 

Pearson Australia partnered with the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation (ILF), Book Buzz and Penguin 
Random House UK to develop an eBook version of  
Eric Hill’s Where’s Spot? in-language for young children  
in the remote Indigenous community of Warburton  
in Western Australia. 

Book Buzz provides in-language and English books 
to families and children living in remote Indigenous 
communities to help develop reading skills, contributing 
to keeping First Language alive in the community. 

The enhanced eBook, which was the first of its kind, 
brings to life Where’s Spot? with interactive components 
voiced in local language by community leader 
Beryl Jennings, and in English by actor, singer  
and ILF ambassador Justine Clarke. 

The project was made possible by Pearson’s Global 
Challenge Fund for Literacy grant and initiated and  
led by a group of Pearson Australia volunteers.
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Tuvalu in the South Pacific is one of the world’s smallest 
countries. Its Education Department implemented a focus 
on improving literacy outcomes for its students and, as 
such, sought a resource to support its English teachers.

A representative from Tuvalu’s Education Department 
met with the Australian educational publishing company 
Firefly Education to discuss the prospect of using Sound 
Waves across Tuvalu’s ten primary schools. Sound Waves 
is a systematic, synthetic phonics and word study program 
developed by practising Australian educators. 

To implement Sound Waves in Tuvalu, an Education 
Consultant from Firefly Education travelled to the 
islands to deliver professional development workshops 
to teachers from across the country. 

Participation was strong with 70% of Tuvalu’s Primary 
teaching staff across all schools and 60% of its early 
childhood centres joining the training. The workshops 
aimed to develop Tuvaluan teachers’ confidence, 
knowledge and skills with English sounds and spelling. 
The teachers, for whom English is often a second or 
third language, participated whole-heartedly in the 
workshops and were excited by the quality and usability 
of Sound Waves resources. 

Feedback from the Tuvaluan Education Department is 
positive. Teachers, Head Teachers and Senior Education 
Staff are now equipped to teach the English language  
in a sequential and effective manner. This is one example 
of the esteem in which Australian educational resources 
are held across the world. 

The Australian educational publishing industry celebrates 
its focus on innovation, research and partnerships with 
the Educational Publishing Awards Australia (EPAAs). 
Established in 1994, the Awards herald the creativity, 
and diverse contributions made by educators, expert 
individuals and teams, and publishing professionals, in 
developing high quality, relevant and contemporary 
educational resources for Australian classrooms. 

The Awards consider nominated titles based on: 

• the relevance and applicability of the resource to a 
course, and its suitability for teachers and students;

• the products flexibility and adaptability, and whether 
it creates opportunities for personalised or individual, 
independent learning;

• the capacity of the resource to engage learners, meet 
the curriculum requirements, and achieve educational 
outcomes; and

• the clarity, ease of use, attractiveness of the resource 
and its importance to students, schools and educators.

The Copyright Agency is proud to support Australian 
educators and publishers across the country, sponsoring 
the event and the peer-voted Publisher of the Year 
awards since 2013.

You can learn more about the awards  
at www.edpubawards.com.au 

EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING AWARDS 
AUSTRALIA
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2019 EPAA organising committee, all volunteers 
from the educational publishing industry.

Keynote speakers, Principal Lian Davies and 
Educator Alex Wharton, at the 2019 EPAA

CASE STUDY 
EXPORTING AUSTRALIAN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES



AUSTRALIAN EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING
Supporting Australian Educators and Students

Who will help busy, time-poor teachers?
Who will create quality resources for students?

Who will develop innovative learning tools for classrooms?


